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HOM Remarks

Vice Minister Lee Hee-wan, President Lee Jong—chan, and distinguished guests.

[ am very pleased to be at today’ s ceremony to acknowledge the contributions
of three remarkable Australian women - Margaret Sandeman Davies, Isabella
Menzies, and Daisy Hocking. As Australian Ambassador-designate to the
Republic of Korea, I am honoured to receive these appreciation plaques on
behalf of their families.

Our official diplomatic relations were established in 1961, but in fact,
Australia and Korea have over 130 years of close people-to—people links. The
first recorded contact between the two countries took place in 1889 when

Australian missionary Joseph Henry Davies landed in Busan.
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Busan and Gyeongnam were the cities where Australian missionaries originally
delivered dedicated medical and educational services and made significant

contributions to Korea’ s social development all those years ago.

Many of them were Australian women who played important pioneering roles at
pivotal times in Korea’ s history. These women included Isabella Menzies, who
founded Ilsin Girls’ School, the first modern educational institution for
women in Busan - as well as Margaret Sandeman Davies and Daisy Hocking, who
also worked at the school just over a hundred years ago. All three played a

major part in both academia and activism at the school.

I believe these three Australian women well represent the early contributions

all these dedicated Australians made toward the development of modern Korea.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Ministry of Patriots and
Veterans Affairs and the Heritage of Korean Independence for this meaningful

recognition today. Thank you.
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Distinguished Mr. Jeff Robinson, the designated Ambassador of Australia to Ko
rea, and Mrs. Robinson, Vice Minister Lee Hee-wan, Honorable Member Yoon Joo-
kyung, Former Ministers Song Min-soon and Heo Seong-gwan, Ladies and gentleme
n. Thank you very much for attending this precious event.

On such a wonderful day, it is profoundly meaningful to honor the Australian
heroes of independence who helped us during our country's difficult times.

The historical significance of the independence of the Republic of Korea, bot

h past and present, 1s profound, and its importance cannot be overstated.

Australia not only participated in the Korean War in 1950 as part of the UN f
orces, defending the freedom and democracy of Korea, but also provided signif
icant support to Koreans dreaming of independence from Japanese imperialism a
s early as 1919.

Especially, the achievements of three Australians were remarkable. They intro
duced and practiced the new trend that education could save the country over

a hundred years ago.

They also participated in the March 1st Movement, changing the course of Kore

an history, and protected the students.
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It is no coincidence that the waves of the March 1st Movement overflowed in a

small girls' school in Busan, a port city of Korea.

These small forces gathered to become a massive March 1st Movement, which gre
atly contributed to the establishment of the Provisional Government of the Re
public of Korea, laying the foundation for today's Republic of Korea.

When we were struggling under Japanese colonial rule, Australia had achieved full
independence from Britain.

They did not stop at their own independence but joined the Allies in both Wor
1d Wars to fight for freedom and democracy. I believe this is the great spiri
t and asset of Australia.

Ladies and gentlemen, Today, on behalf of the Heritage of Korean Independenc
e, I would like to express our gratitude to all Australians and wish for stro
nger and everlasting friendship between our two countries.

I am confident that the achievements and spirit of the three independence her
oes will not only strengthen the friendship and goodwill between Korea and Au
stralia but also inspire courage and hope to nations suffering from conflicts
around the globe.

Our independence descendents will not remain in the spirit of independence bu
t will follow the spirit of the three Australians, fulfilling our role and re
sponsibility as global citizens. Thank you.
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